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2017 at Zajac Ranch – Bringing Smiles and
Laughter to Hundreds of Exceptional Children
and Young Adults
On June 26th, 2017, Zajac Ranch for
Children opened its doors for its 14th
summer camp season and welcomed
hundreds of children and young
adults with long term illnesses and
disabilities to experience the magic
and joys of summer camp.
Everyone I talk to who attended some
type of camp as a kid, lights up when
they remember their experience.
Camp has a profound and lifelong
impact on people. It reminds me
every day that what we are doing at
Zajac Ranch for Children is making a world of difference for these amazing kids.

“While Josh is at Zajac Ranch he never stops
smiling. His impossible is now possible.”

Children are not defined by their illness. They are kids. They want the same things as other kids:
they want to feel like they belong; they want to make new friends; they want to have fun and
feel good about themselves. Doctor’s visits, time in hospital, medical treatments and the stigma
associated with having an illness, often robs children of these basic essential experiences. They
need our love and support even more! And so do their families - parents and siblings - whose
lives often revolve around the same challenges.
For some, camp may seem like something distant, but not for children, kids long to play; it’s
what they are designed to do! Our experience has shown us that, despite being a relatively
small part of a child’s year, camp nevertheless can become a strikingly central element of a
child’s life.
At Zajac Ranch you are accepted for who you are. Not only accepted but honoured!
After reading through our newsletter, I certainly hope you will be inspired to support Zajac
Ranch for Children and help send more children to camp for a life changing experience, but
even more so to make giving back and service to others a part of your everyday lives.

Mel Zajac, C.M., O.B.C.
Founder

Camper Spotlight:

Meet Natalie
This year marks Natalie’s 12th year attending Zajac Ranch. Maureen, Natalie’s mom, says,
“Each year we fill out the application and wait for the great news that she is attending camp
again!” Maureen continues, “Every year I am emotional when dropping off Natalie or picking
her up, but we are so grateful that she has been able to attend Zajac Ranch not just one year
but twelve!”
Natalie, who was diagnosed with epilepsy when she was only two years old, has required
special assistance every day throughout her school years. “For children like Natalie who find
it hard fitting in at school, fitting in at camp is very important. This is an environment where
all children or young adults with special needs fit in. They get to experience so many different
activities with lots of encouragement from other campers and counsellors. They feel good
about themselves and their accomplishments.”
For Natalie, coming to Zajac Ranch means an opportunity to make new friends and catch up
with old ones, and enjoying her favourite activities such as horseback riding. Zajac Ranch has
given Natalie a lifetime of treasured camp memories, like breaking out of her comfort zone and
climbing to the top of the ropes with the help and encouragement of other campers and camp
counsellors.
Natalie lives in Chase, BC, a very small community of 2,500 people. She feels lucky to have an
extremely supportive group of people surrounding her. Wherever she goes, she is asked about
camp, and everyone enjoys hearing about her exciting adventures. Natalie is also happy to
encourage other children to go to camp and experience the great camp life that Zajac Ranch
has to offer kids with special needs, and hopes to one day return as a camp counsellor.

Where our campers come from
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Thank You to our Volunteers:
the Heart & Soul of Zajac Ranch

37%

Surrey & Fraser Valley

21%

Metro Vancouver

Our summer camps are made possible by the incredible generosity of our volunteers. Our 24
hour medical centre, The OK Corral, is staffed throughout the summer by medical volunteers
from Vancouver and the Lower Mainland, doing everything from cleaning up scrapes to
administering medication.

14%

Burnaby, Tri-Cities,
New Westminster

Two of our medical volunteers in 2017 kindly donated two weeks of their time this summer to
help us out.

6%

Kelowna, Kamloops,
Thompson-Okanagan

6%

Our volunteer doctors and nurses provide necessary treatments to hundreds of campers each
year. Without their support, we would not be able to do what we do for these children and
their families.

Victoria & Islands

5%

north vancouver

Alongside our medical volunteers, other volunteers come to Zajac Ranch from one to nine weeks
to support our counsellors. Depending on their areas of interest and skill they can be found in
the stables, lifeguarding at the lake, helping with art programs, or singing in the talent show.

3%

out of province

1%

Cranbrook,
Kootenays, Rockies

1%

Sunshine Coast

1%

Prince Rupert,
Prince George,
Northern BC

How you can help
Are you a medical professional
interested in volunteering in The OK
Corral? Please email us at info@zajac.
com for further information.

“My child has never been away from
home, and I was anxious and very worried
if he would be able to cope on his own.
He needed this exposure in a safe setting.
Overall, I think he received the right
kind of experience and a boost to his
self-esteem. Give your child a chance
to have the time of his life in the safest
way possible.” – Mother of a camper with
hemophilia

A huge THANK YOU to ALL our friends - individuals, corporations, community groups and charities
who have supported us in our mission – Just a few of our recent donations are:

THANK YOU TO OUR CORPORATE PARTNERS

for helping us raise spirits!

The John & Ellie Voortman Charitable Foundation has supported Zajac Ranch for Children
since 2009. In 2017, the Foundation helped fund the Southlands Therapeutic Riding Society
(STaRS) & Alderwood Family Development Centre Camp and Camp Choice and provided some
very special children a life-affirming experience and the joys of a summer camp experience
at Zajac Ranch. Thank you to The John & Ellie Voortman Charitable Foundation for your
continued support!
“This is the highlight of our son’s year. He wears his Zajac t-shirts year-round. We feel
confident in the staff and have very few worries about sending him off to camp. It is the only
opportunity he has to participate in many of the activities. What a blessing this camp is for
him, and for us, his parents!” – Parents of 2017 Camper

This year marked Mr. Lube Foundation’s eighth consecutive
year sponsoring our Mixed Medical Camp, providing some very
special campers a fun and rewarding camp experience! Thank
you, Mr. Lube for your continued support!
Mr. Lube joined us during the week and provided our campers with a morning full of fun
programming! The day’s programs included: a bouncy slide, dunk tank, spray-on tattoos, face
painting and mini golf. Also courtesy of Mr. Lube, after lunch campers once again enjoyed
visiting with some exotic animals brought in by Urban Safari. Our campers loved this and
delighted in holding and taking pictures of the animals!
“It is hard to believe that this summer was Mr. Lube’s 8th year partnering with Camp Zajac.
It is our privilege to work with the Zajac Foundation and offer children the opportunity to
have a fun filled week of summer camp in a magical setting. There really is nothing better
than seeing our campers, laughing, giggling and making new friends. The smiles on their faces
say it all. We are already looking forward to next summer!” – Paige Alexander, Senior Manager,
Human Resources, Mr. Lube Canada

“My daughter doesn’t get to go to many camps since I’m a single mom. This was the highlight
of her summer. She has never tried so many new activities in one week and the fact that she
tried everything, comfortably, is amazing. I know she will never forget this experience!”
– Mother of camper with DiGeorge Syndrome (Mixed Medical Camp)

A heartfelt thank you to White Spot! This year was the tenth
consecutive year that White Spot has sponsored our Autism
Spectrum Disorder Week in August.
White Spot hosts their annual Pirate Pak Day fundraiser in August every year to raise funds
to send children with medical needs to Zajac Ranch to enjoy an amazing summer camp
experience.
Following another successful Pirate Pak Day, White Spot team members had the opportunity
to join the campers during White Spot week at Zajac Ranch. Zajac campers were once again
delighted to be treated to their Legendary meals served by the White Spot team. White Spot
day at Zajac Ranch has become a very popular annual event for our campers.
“Pirate Pak day and White Spot day at Zajac Ranch are two of the highlights throughout the
year for both our guests and our staff. White Spot is proud to support the work that Mel Zajac
and his team do to offer kids of all abilities an authentic camp experience” – Warren Erhart,
President, White Spot Restaurants

“Zajac Ranch was an amazing experience for my son. He met new friends tried new things. He
had some independence from mom and dad. He loved it and is asking how many sleeps till
he can go back. Thank you.” – Parent of an Autism Spectrum Disorder camper
AllWest Insurance Services Ltd. - $5,000 | Aqueduct Foundation – Nighthawk Fund - $5,000 | Brandt’s Creek Pub & Liquor Store - $3,600
The Cadillac Fairview Corporation Limited - $10,000 | Canada Post Community Foundation - $20,000
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Donor Spotlight:

Leaving a Legacy
Although Victor Locke retired nearly 30 years ago, he is still very active. From bowling with his
friends every week to recently helping to rebuild a playground in Vancouver, Victor makes sure
to stay connected with other members of the Independent Order of Foresters, which he joined
in 1953.
The Foresters, now called Foresters Financial, actually has nothing to do with the forestry
industry. It is a fraternal benefits society dating back to 14th century England that has a
presence today in England, the US, and Canada. Foresters Financial provides over one million
members with access to benefits including life insurance and annuities, as well as opportunities
to give back through volunteering directly in local communities.
Victor connected with the Douglas branch of the Foresters after moving to Surrey from
Edmonton. That branch had taken on Zajac Ranch as a community project. They held several
fundraising lunches at the Ranch, and even donated a golf cart that is still in use today. Victor
had the opportunity to visit the Ranch several times during these lunches, and was impressed
with what he saw.

Have you already
included a gift to Zajac
Ranch in your will?
Please tell us so we can
thank you!

“Zajac Ranch is a worthwhile society that deserves support,” says Victor. “It gives kids with
a variety of challenges the chance to go to camp, which they wouldn’t have been able to do
otherwise.”
Through the Foresters, Victor has purchased several whole life insurance policies over the years.
One advantage to giving through a life insurance policy is that it allows you to make a much
bigger gift than you may be able to by making a direct gift. “I’m not a rich man,” says Victor.
“But I do alright. When I’m gone the CRA is going to want their pound of flesh, and I’d rather
have it go to deserving causes I believe in.”
Victor has made Zajac Ranch the beneficiary of one of these policies, and has allocated others
to additional charities along with his children and grandchildren. The benefits collected by a
charity qualify as a tax credit on your final income tax return. Another option is to transfer
ownership of the policy to a charity, which allows you to claim a tax credit immediately on the
value of the policy, as well as on any premiums paid after that.

“From the moment we arrived to the
moment we picked up our child, we knew
that she was in terrific hands. Every person
working with the children was focused on
making certain the kids had fun. Each year,
my daughter learns a little more about
herself, as she spends time with others who
share a similar diagnosis. – Sherri, mom of
Hillary, a camper with a visual impairment
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There are many ways to leave a legacy gift, including a bequest in your will, life insurance,
RRSP’s, RRIF’s, Charitable Remainder Trusts, and even gifts of property or securities. Each has
advantages and challenges, and it is recommended you speak with a financial advisor before
making any decisions. As for Victor, he just wants to “bring a smile to a few children’s faces.”
Victor chose to make Zajac Ranch a beneficiary of a life insurance policy “because it was
an easy way to go about it – just fill out a change of beneficiary. Hopefully you will not be
collecting on it for a while.”
Do you want to learn more about how you can leave a legacy gift? Visit zajacranch.com/
legacy-giving. Please note the information is not intended as legal or financial advice, and you
are encouraged to consult a qualified professional.

Delta Foundation - $5,000 | Dempster Foundation Canada - $20,000 | Elks Club of New Westminster - $3,000
Fort Langley Lions Club - $3,000 | John C. Kerr Family Foundation - $1,000 | Magnolia Mercantile Corporation - $15,000

camper Spotlight:

Meet Quinn

Quinn loves to come to Zajac Ranch every summer, and has been a regular camper since 2013.
“Every year that Quinn attends Zajac Ranch, he comes home with more great memories.”
says his mom, Catherine. Quinn has autism spectrum disorder, which causes some repetitive
behaviours that have had an impact in his home and social life.
Quinn loves everything about camp, including feeling ‘like a celebrity’ when he is recognized by
returning campers and staff. “There are a lot of activities,” says Quinn, “Even archery!” He also
enjoys the campfires, story time and especially, “There are no chores, no homework, and you
really make new friends. It makes me feel awesome.”
Catherine adds, “The staff at Zajac Ranch is amazing, and so compassionate. They take him in
like he’s family. Quinn always has a very positive and encouraging experience.”

Impact

99%

of parents feel their child
benefited from being
around other campers
with similar medical
conditions or concerns.

80%

of children
demonstrated
increased confidence
of their personal
abilities since
attending camp.

388

campers attended 10
different camps

76%

70%

of children are more
willing to try new
things and challenge
their perceived
limitations.

4,740

volunteer hours
donated

71%

feel it was very
important to their child
to develop friendships
and feel included
while at camp.

60

different medical
conditions supported

feel their child
developed new
friendships and felt
part of a supportive
community while
at camp.
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provinces and territories
represented

In Memory Of
Jim Gibbons
Long-time friend and supporter of Zajac Foundation and Ranch, James Gibbons, passed away on August 29, 2017.

Ellie Voortman, co-founder of The John & Ellie Voortman Charitable Foundation
Long-time supporter of Zajac Ranch, Ellie Voortman, passed away on April 23, 2017.

We extend our deepest condolences to their families for their loss.

RBC Foundation - $22,000 | SurreyCares Community Foundation - $3,000 | Sutherland Foundation Inc. - $10,000
Phyllis Atkinson - $1,500 | Elizabeth Cross - $2,000
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ZAJAC EVENTS ROUNDUP
ZAJAC NIGHTS
On June 2, 2017, the Terminal City Club hosted the 5th Annual Zajac Nights,
raising over $160,000. This year’s theme was the Roaring 20s, where guests
enjoyed a timeless experience with unique themed décor, cuisine and free
flowing beverages with music and lively entertainment throughout the
evening.
The highlight of the evening was the presentation of the “Raising the Bar Award”, where Zajac
Young Professionals honoured Zajac Ranch founder, Mr. Mel Zajac. Mel Zajac’s entrepreneurial
successes grace Vancouver’s skylines and have enhanced its suburbs in the forms of houses,
apartments, office buildings, and hotels but his true greatness comes from humanitarian
and altruistic generosity towards others. His many philanthropic endeavours and selfless and
charitable acts owe their inception and continuity - their very endurance – to the man who
created them.
Thank you to the Zajac Young Professionals Committee, St. Regis Hotel / Rob Macdonald
(5th consecutive year as presenting sponsor), Pier Dental Centre, Northwest Properties,
Pacific Agriculture Show, Northern Feather Canada Ltd., The Strand Corporation, Earlston
Investments Ltd., Grosvenor Americas, Belmont Properties, and ALL our sponsors, donors and
attendees for making this such a successful evening

Save the Date

ZAJAC NIGHTS 2018
Enjoy a Night in the Big Apple at this signature
event ‘New York New York’ on June 2, 2018

ZAJAC GOLF CLASSIC
The 53rd Annual Zajac Golf Classic was
held at the Richmond Country Club on June
14th and raised $90,000. Since 1964 the
Zajac Golf Classic has raised over $2 million
for local charities including Zajac Ranch
for Children. The continued success of this
event has enabled thousands of children
with medical needs to experience the joys
of summer camp since 2004. Thank you to
our Gold Sponsors, C.T. Control Temp, The
Keg Steakhouse + Bar, and Nutrafit, as well
as ALL our tournament sponsors, donors
and golfers for helping to make this event
possible!

“Brenden is counting how many years
he is allowed to go and cannot wait
for next year’s opportunity. He talks
nonstop about all the fun he had. The
staff and counsellors worked with his
skills and built on them to help him
move forward in his goals. High ropes,
low ropes and climbing wall; with his
physical leg limitations the help given
by staff made him so happy that he
could do it.” – Parent of a camper with

Save the Date

54th Annual Zajac Golf Classic – Men and
women are invited to participate in BC’s
longest running charity golf tournament on
June 20, 2018.

Hats Off to Zajac Ranch
You can participate in this fun event
every October by organizing a
fundraiser at your work place! Visit
zajacranch.com/hatsoff for more
information.

cerebral palsy
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Kim Karpinka - $1,500 | Harald Ludwig - $10,000 | Michael Rogers - $2,500 | Wayne Smith - $1,000
William Vandekerkhove - $25,000 | Joan Winkelman - $1,000

FUNDRAISING AMBASSADOR SPOTLIGHT
Thank you to all our
supporters who organized
and hosted fundraising events
benefiting Zajac Ranch over
the past year. A few of our
recent Zajac Ranch fundraising
ambassadors include:
24 Minute Run
in Memory of Rob Maar
$10,524
Regional Recycling Campaign
$620
Raymond James Ltd. Share the
Holiday Spirit Greeting Card
Contest
$1,000
Abbotsford Grand Squares
$3,480
RBC Pay It Forward
$1,202
BNI Poker Night
$1,020
Triwest Golf Tournament
$8,300
Cedar Drive Elementary PAC
$373

On Wednesday, August 9, 2017, White Spot guests across BC and
Alberta raised a record $108,128 for White Spot’s eighth consecutive
Pirate Pak Day fundraiser.
Since the program’s inception, White Spot has raised $663,876,
providing hundreds of young mateys with an unforgettable summer camp experience at Zajac
Ranch.
“White Spot continues to demonstrate its long-term commitment to improving the lives of
children and young adults with special needs by supporting Zajac Ranch,” said Mel Zajac,
founder of Zajac Ranch for Children. “We are so thankful to be partnered with White Spot for
Pirate Pak Day; it’s the perfect way to celebrate childhood while supporting a worthy cause. On
behalf of the entire Zajac team, I’d like to send a big, heart-felt thank-you to all the folks who
stopped in at White Spot to enjoy this year’s Pirate Pak Day!”

Program Costs
Your Stewardship in Action
Keeping our administration costs as low as
possible is a top priority.
2016 T3010 Charity Return
Zajac Ranch Society
Fundraising
$50,000

3%

Administration
$93,730

7%

BronyCan 2017 Charity Auction
$9,000
North Vancouver Community
Players Pantomime
$4,500

Programs
$1,250,581

90%

Mud-Hero Toronto North: Team
Mud, Wind & Fire and Team
McNic & The Dirty Dozen
$6,648

Zajac Ranch is pleased to be recognized
as a leading organization that is tracking
and taking action to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions by earning Climate Smart
certification in 2017. The Climate Smart
certification process includes comprehensive
emissions measurement, planning and
training to reduce our carbon footprint while
cutting costs. The certification includes our
Vancouver office, Zajac Norgate House, and
Zajac Ranch for Children.
Climate Smart is a social enterprise based
in Vancouver, British Columbia that enables
organizations to reduce their greenhouse
gas emissions, strengthen their businesses
and build a resilient economy. On average,
businesses that become Climate Smart
reduce their carbon emissions by 11% within
two years, with top-performing businesses
reducing by more than 30%.

Rent the Ranch!
The Aboriginal Arts and Education Centre is
officially open for business! This state of the
art conference facility has all the amenities
for your next meeting. Consider holding
your next corporate or wellness retreat,
conference, or birthday party at the Ranch.
Not only will you be surrounded by 41 acres
of pristine beauty, but all proceeds go to
support amazing summer camp experiences
for children and young adults with medical
needs.

All-Span Engineering & Construction Ltd. - $18,000 (in-kind) | Frank J Flaman Foundation - $10,000 (in-kind)
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Yes!

I want to help SEND A KID TO CAMP IN 2018

Name:

Company Name:
Address:
Province:

Postal Code:

Email:

Tel:

YES, I want to stay in-the-know. Please add me to the E-newsletter list.

I wish to donate
Monthly Credit Card or Direct Debit Gifts of $

We're making it even easier to
raise spirits.
Zajac Ranch for Children

Suite 300 – 2006 West 10th Avenue
Vancouver, BC Canada V6J 2B3
Tel: 604.739.0444
Fax: 604.739.0441
Email: info@zajac.com
www.zajacranch.com

Donate online at
zajacranch.com/donate

Send a child to camp $1,900

I would prefer to donate: $

$25

$250

$75

$100

$750

$1,000

Payment
MasterCard

VISA

AMEX

Cheque

Direct Debit

If you are making your donation by credit card, please print clearly below. Please contact Foundation office with banking
details if paying by direct debit.
Please make cheques payable to Zajac Ranch for Children. A tax receipt will be issued to you for your donation.

Name on card:
Card Number:
Expiry Date:
Signature:

Charitable registration #86039 2877 RR0001
Fall/Winter 2017 Newsletter

I would like information on leaving a legacy gift

02689057

Suite 300 – 2006 West 10th Avenue
Vancouver BC Canada V6J 2B3
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“Thank you to all donors for providing our children
the awesome opportunity to have this incredible
experience and to learn with fun. The opportunity
to go to Zajac Ranch has built tremendous
confidence in my child. He is a very social, positive
goal setting child.” – Mother of Brenden, a camper
with cerebral palsy

Design by Sandy Cove Creative – celebrating 20 years of friendship with the Zajac Foundation

Photo credit: Jacey Arnold

